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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 April 2007 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

The Supplemental Amendment, filed April 19, 2007, in conjunction with the 
Amendment, filed April 9, 2007, have been received and made of record. In response 
5 to the most recent Office Action, dated January 9, 2007, claims 1 and 5 have been 
amended. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

1 0 Regarding amended independent claims 1 and 5 . Applicant respectfully submits 

"that none of Miyaii , Saito. et al. . and Official Notice, even in the proposed 
combinations, assuming, arguendo, that the same could be combined, discloses or 
suggests at least the above-discussed claimed combinations of claimed features as 
recited, inter alia, in Claims 1 and 5" (Emphasis added by Applicant; Remarks of April 9, 

15 2007, p. 6.) The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

In addition to the control structure for the internal and external recording units 
taught by Miyaji, in which Miyaji discloses an image capture apparatus comprising an 
image capture unit adapted to capture an image and output image data (col. 3 lines 8- 
15), an internal recording unit (fig. 1 indicator 1) adapted to (a) start recording the image 

20 on a recording medium in response to a record start instruction, and (b) stop recording 
the image on the recording medium in response to a record stop instruction (col. 3 lines 
45-62), and a communication unit being capable of connecting with an external storage 
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device and outputting the image (fig. 1), wherein said communication unit starts 
outputting the image in response to the instruction of starting recording (col. 5 line 62 - 
col. 6 line 8), and wherein said communication unit stops outputting the image in 
response to an instruction of stopping recording (col. 5 line 62 - col. 6 line 8), Saito is 
5 found to teach both the capability of determining if and what external storage device is 
connected (col. 5 line 66 - col. 6 line 29), and the use of an IEEE 1394 interface (col. 12 
lines 48-50; which allows for automatic recognition of a connected device by way of 
"plug-n-play" functionality.) Based on these teachings, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the automatic 

1 0 recognition as taught by Saito with the control structure as taught by Miyaji as a means 
to allow for the conservation of power via reduced processing when the external device 
is not found to be connected, as well as a means to allow for reduced user interaction 
via the plug-n-play functionality. Taken in concert with the other teachings of Miyaji and 
Examiner's Official Notice regarding the inclusion of audio along with video within an 

1 5 image capture device, all of the combined limitations of claims 1 and 5 are found to be 
disclosed. Therefore, the Examiner respectfully stands behind the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
rejection to claims 1 and 5. 

Regarding claims 2-4. 6-8, and 13-14 . each depends either directly from 
independent claims 1 or 5, and thus each inherits all the limitations of independent 

20 claim. Consequently, based on their dependence and the foregoing response to 

arguments relating to claims 1 and 5, the Examiner respectfully upholds the 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) rejections to claims 2-4, 6-8, and 1 3-14. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miyaji (US 5,206,739) in view of Saito et al. (US 6,184, 922), in 
further view of Examiner's Official Notice. 

Regarding claim 1 . Miyaji discloses an image capture apparatus comprising an 
image capture unit adapted to capture an image and output image data (col. 3 lines 8- 
15), an internal recording unit (fig. 1 indicator 1) adapted to (a) start recording the image 
on a recording medium in response to a record start instruction, and (b) stop recording 
the image on the recording medium in response to a record stop instruction (col. 3 lines 
45-62), and a communication unit being capable of connecting with an external storage 
device and outputting the image (fig. 1), wherein said communication unit starts 
outputting the image in response to the instruction of starting recording (col. 5 line 62 - 
col. 6 line 8), and wherein said communication unit stops outputting the image in 
response to an instruction of stopping recording (col. 5 line 62 - col. 6 line 8.) Miyaji 
also discloses a control unit (fig. 1 indicator 6) adapted to determining whether the 
internal recording unit becomes unable to record the image data when the 
communication unit is outputting the image data, as well as discloses wherein if it is 
determined that said internal recording unit becomes unable to record the image data 
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on the recording medium when said communication unit is outputting the image data, 
said control unit disables output of the image data from said communication unit in 
response to the record stop instruction (col. 5 line 10 - col. 6 line 26,) 

However, although Miyaji discloses operation of the external storage unit based 
5 on circuitry state, which inherently implies connectivity for any high signal states to exist, 
it does not disclose the image capture apparatus making an explicit determination that 
the external storage device is connected, nor does Miyaji disclose enabling output of 
data in response to a record start instruction if it is determined that the external storage 
device is connected. Additionally, Miyaji does not explicitly disclose a microphone unit 

10 or associated sound data. 

Nevertheless, Saito discloses an image capture apparatus with the capability of 
determining if and what external storage device is connected (col. 5 line 66 - col. 6 line 
29), as well as discloses the use of an IEEE 1394 interface (col. 12 lines 48-50.) It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

1 5 made to provide for the determination of connectivity of an external storage device in 
order to allow for indication of the type of external storage device (in the case of Saito, 
either still image or motion picture capabilities; and particularly the "plug-n-play" 
functionality of the IEEE-1394 interface connectivity, which allows for automatic 
recognition of a connected device and reconfiguration according to this "awareness") or 

20 as means to indicate to a user that an external device if actually functionally connected. 
It would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention to incorporate determination of connectivity as taught by Saito, with the control 
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functionality of the internal/external recording unit as taught by Miyaji, in order to 
conserve power via reduced processing when the external device is not found to be 
connected, as well as to take advantage of the reduced user interaction provided by the 
plug-n-play functionality. 
5 Additionally, although neither Miyaji nor Saito explicitly disclose a microphone 

unit or associated sound data, Official Notice is taken that an image capture apparatus 
may record sound data via a microphone unit in concert with the recording of image 
data; a concept that is well known and expected in the art. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to record sound 
1 0 data via a microphone unit in order to record the audio associated with the images 
being recorded, and therefore capture a more representative rendition of the recorded 
event. 

Regarding claim 2 . Miyaji and Saito, in further view of Examiner's Official Notice, 
disclose all the limitations of claim 2 (see the 103(a) rejection to claim 1 supra) including 
15 disclosing an image capture apparatus wherein even if said internal recording unit 
becomes unable to record the image and sound data on the recording medium said 
control unit does not discontinue output of the image and sound data from the 
communication unit (739 - col. 5 line 62 - col. 6 line 26.) 

Regarding claim 3 . Miyaji and Saito, in further view of Examiner's Official Notice, 
20 disclose all the limitations of claim 3 (see the 103(a) rejection to claim 1 supra) including 
teaching an apparatus wherein said communication unit outputs the image and sound 
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data by using an isochronous transfer conformed to IEE1 394-1 995 standards ('922 - 
col. 12 lines 48-50.) 

Regarding claim 4 . Miyaji and Saito, in further view of Examiner's Official Notice, 
disclose all the limitations of claim 4 (see the 103(a) rejection to claim 1 supra) including 
teaching an apparatus wherein the apparatus is a camera-integrated digital video 
recorder ('922 - col. 4 lines 37-44, in which the camera, indicator 4 of fig. 1 , can be 
integrated with a DVD-R or DVD-RAM drive.) 

Regarding claim 13 . Miyaji and Saito, in further view of Examiner's Official 
Notice, disclose all the limitations of claim 13 (see the 103(a) rejection to claim 1 supra) 
including wherein the image and sound data is conformed to an MPEG2 transport 
stream ('922 - col. 19 lines 59-63.) 

Regarding claims 5-8 and 14 . although the wording is different, the material is 
considered substantively equivalent to claims 1-4 and 13, respectively, as discussed 
above. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary C. Vieaux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7318. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm. 



supervisor, NgocYen T. Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

1 5 published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

20 USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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